
WOOSTER HIGH SCHOOL 
HONORS ENGLISH II 

SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 
 

Welcome to Honors English II.  Honors English II is an intensive course for the serious, mature, 
and capable student that builds upon the language skills learned in previous grades by 
providing instruction and practice in various areas of the English curriculum: grammar, study 
skills, vocabulary, reading, writing, listening, and oral communication. 
 
Summer Reading Rationale 
Summer reading helps students to: 
 • Improve vocabulary and other language skills 
 • Maintain reading skills over summer break 
 • Develop fluency and independent reading skills 
 • Become lifelong readers 
 
You have two (2) reading assignments to complete over the summer.  One, you must complete 
the reading of Mitch Albom’s book Tuesdays With Morrie and, two, you must read one other 
book of your choosing from the attached list that contains one of the themes you will find in To 
Kill A Mockingbird (a book we will read in class when you return).  You will be expected to 
annotate the books since you will be using the information you gather to write an essay about 
both books when you return to school in the fall.  Since you are expected to take notes in the 
books, you are encouraged to buy your own copies, though you may use post-it notes for the 
annotating if you wish. 
 
You should carefully notice the following elements as you read and use them for the basis of 
your annotating:  character, settings, conflicts, themes, plot development, and literary 
techniques.  Complete this entire process for both books, as well as the starred steps for Morrie. 
 

GUIDELINES FOR TAKING NOTES DURING YOUR READING: 
 
INSIDE FRONT COVER:  Character list with small space for character summary and for page 
references for key scenes, moments of character development, etc. 
 
INSIDE BACK COVER:  Themes, allusions, images, motifs, key scenes, plot line, epiphanies 
(look it up!!), symbols, etc.  List and add page references and / or notes as you read. 
 
*BOTTOM AND SIDE PAGE MARGINS:  Interpretive notes, questions, remarks that refer to 
meaning on the page.  Markings or notes to tie in with information on the inside back cover. 
 
TOP MARGINS:  Plot notes--a quick few words or phrases which summarize what happens 
here (useful for quick locations of passages in discussion and for writing assignments). *For 
Morrie a sentence at the end of each chapter to sum up what happened 
 
ADDITIONAL MARKINGS:  
 UNDERLINING: done while or after reading to help locate passages for   
  discussion, essays, or questions 
 [BRACKETS]:  done while or after reading to highlight key speeches,    
  descriptions, etc. that are too long to underline easily. 



 
MARKING AND NOTETAKING TIPS:   
 ~  use one color ink to do initial marking while reading; then go back with another color 
or colors to mark more thoroughly once you have finished a larger section, when you have had 
time to think about it, and are able to see development of images, etc. more clearly 
 ~  at chapter or section ends, stop to index page numbers on your front cover list of 
character information and traits as well as on your back cover list of themes, images, allusions, 
etc. 
 ~  do underlining as you read and side margin notes as you finish a page or two 
 ~  add to side margin notes during class discussion 
 
*NOTE:  Because of minimal margins in many books, you may find it useful to utilize Post It 
notes for the section marked with an asterisk. 
 
You will be expected to have both books with you on the first day of school with markings 
COMPLETE and be ready to discuss your reading.   
 

“But if I read the books in June, I won’t remember what I read when school starts in 
August!!” 

 
It is our hope that you enjoy your summer and make reading (not just for this class) a regular 
part of your relaxation.  Morrie is a wonderful memoir that most students enjoy.  We want you 
to enjoy it, too, so don’t put off reading until August 1st.  Marking your text as we have assigned 
will help you remember what you have read even if you get your reading done in June.   
 
Have a great summer and good luck with your reading assignments.  We look forward to a 
great year with all of you beginning in August.   
 
Happy reading, 
 
Ms. Coppola, Mrs. Herman, and Mrs. Mealey  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Honors English 10 Summer Reading Assignment  
 
You must read Tuesdays With Morrie by Mitch Albom* and one other book from this list.  Take 
good notes because you will be writing an essay about both books when you return in the fall. 
 
Reader Discretion Is Advised: The following works require a wide range of reading 
comprehension and personal maturity. Please choose titles from this list that appeal to you and 
are approved by your parents. 
 
Once again, pick one novel from the following list: 
 
Trials/Justice       
  Midwives-Chris Bohjalian     
  Presumed Innocent- Scott Turow     
  A Time to Kill- John Grisham     
 
Racism and Discrimination 
  Mudbound-Hillary Jordan 
  Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian-Sherman Alexie 
  Wicked-Gregory Maguire 
  The Round House-Louise Erdrich   
  Stuck in Neutral-Terry Trueman 
  Warriors Don’t Cry-Melba Pattillo Beals 
Courage/Hero/Education 
  The Secret Life of Bees-Sue Monk Kidd 
  Elsewhere- Gabrielle Zevin    
  The Help-Kathryn Stockett 
  Feed- M.T. Anderson  
  The Secret of Lost Things- Sheridan Hay  
  I Am the Messenger- Markus Zusak 
  The Rules of Survival- Nancy Werline   
     
Phases of Life/ Coming of Age 
  A Tree Grows in Brooklyn-Bettie Smith 
  The Book of Lost Things- John Connolly    
  The Snowman’s Children-Glen Hirshberg   
  Yellow Raft in Blue Water- Michael Dorris  
  The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks- E. Lockhart 
 
If none of these books appeal to you and you want to read something else, you must bring in a 
book for approval before the end of the school year.  See Ms. Coppola, Mrs. Herman, or Mrs. 
Mealey for approval. 
 
*For background information about the author and Morrie (plus a video clip), visit the 
following website: http://mitchalbom.com/bio.  On the back of the Lou Gehrig article, 
note three interesting details from the Mitch link. 
          
 



 
 
         Name_____________________ 
 
Directions:  Before you read Tuesdays With Morrie, read and annotate the following article about Lou  
 Gehrig. 
 
Annotating helpful hints: 
    -underline any important information 
    -circle and define any unfamiliar words 
    -note any comments, questions, or personal reactions in the margins 
 

Lou Gehrig Biography 
 
Of all the players in baseball history, none possessed as much talent and humility as 
Lou Gehrig. His accomplishments on the field made him an authentic American 
hero, and his tragic early death made him a legend. 
 
Gehrig's later glory came from humble beginnings. He was born on June 19, 1903 in 
New York City. The son of German immigrants, Gehrig was the only one of four 
children to survive. His mother, Christina, worked tirelessly, cooking, cleaning 
houses and taking in laundry to make ends meet. His father, Heinrich, often had 
trouble finding work and had poor health.  
 
From Columbia to Yankee Stadium 
 
Christina was adamant that Gehrig receive a good education, so in 1921 he went to 
Columbia on a football scholarship to pursue a degree in engineering. Before his first semester began, New York Giants 
manager John McGraw advised him to play summer professional baseball under an assumed name, Henry Lewis. 
"Everyone does it," McGraw explained, even though the illegal ball playing could have jeopardized Gehrig's collegiate 
sports career. Gehrig was discovered after playing a dozen games for Hartford in the Eastern League. As a result, he was 
banned from intercollegiate sports during his freshman year. 
 
Gehrig returned to sports as a fullback at Columbia during the 1922 football season, and then pitched and played first base 
for the Columbia Nine in 1923. When baseball scout Paul Krichell saw the Columbia baseball team play, Gehrig's hitting 
skills impressed him so much that he signed Gehrig to the Yankees in 1923 with a $1,500 bonus. Gehrig left Columbia and 
returned to the Hartford team, where he hit .304 that season. When he was called up to the majors in September, he hit .423 
in 26 at-bats. 
 
Yankee manager Miller Huggins petitioned McGraw to permit Gehrig to replace the ailing Wally Pipp on the Yanks' roster 
for the World Series. McGraw, always looking for an edge, exercised his prerogative and refused. The Yankees won the 
World Series that year anyway. After a full season at Hartford, where Gehrig hit .369, he became a Yankee for good in 
1925. Once he replaced Wally Pipp at first base, Gehrig didn't leave the playing field for over 13 years. 
 
"Iron Horse" and the 2,130-game streak 
 
Gehrig's consecutive game streak of 2,130 games (a record that stood until Cal Ripken, Jr. broke it in 1995) did not come 
easily. He played well every day despite a broken thumb, a broken toe and back spasms. Later in his career Gehrig's hands 
were X-rayed, and doctors were able to spot 17 different fractures that had "healed" while Gehrig continued to play. 
Despite having pain from lumbago one day, he was listed as the shortstop and leadoff hitter. He singled and was promptly 



replaced but kept the streak intact. His endurance and strength earned him the nickname "Iron Horse." 
 
After batting .295 in 1925, the next year Gehrig hit .313 and led the league with 20 triples. This was the first of 12 
consecutive years he would top .300. The Yankees won the pennant and Gehrig hit .348 in the World Series, but the 
Yankees lost to Rogers Hornsby's Cardinals in seven games. 
 
Ruth and Gehrig began to dominate the baseball headlines in 1927 in a way two players had never done before. That year 
Ruth hit 60 homers, breaking his old record of 59, and Gehrig clouted 47, more than anyone other than Ruth had ever hit. 
As late as August 10th, Gehrig had more homers than the Babe, but Ruth's closing kick was spectacular. Together they out-
homered every team in baseball except one. 
 
The Yankees chased away all competition, winning the flag by 19 games over the A's and sweeping the Pirates in the 
World Series. Ruth was not eligible for the Most Valuable Player Award, because he had won it before, so it went to 
Gehrig. In 1928, the pair tied for the RBI lead with 142 and put on quite a show in the World Series. Despite being walked 
six times, Gehrig hit .545. 
 
Ruth's dominance as a power hitter was slipping, and Gehrig began to take his place. On June 3, 1932, Gehrig became the 
first American Leaguer to hit four home runs in a game. After Gehrig's third homer to right field in a game against 
Philadelphia, an irritated Connie Mack removed pitcher George Earnshaw and demanded that Earnshaw stay with him to 
watch relief pitcher Roy Mahaffey pitch to Gehrig. Gehrig's fourth homer was to left field and only a great catch by Al 
Simmons kept Gehrig from hitting his fifth homer of the day. 
 
The Yankees missed the post-season three years in a row (1933-1935). During an off-season barnstorming trip to Japan, the 
civil relationship between the two slugging stars boiled over, apparently over a comment that Gehrig's mother had made 
about how Ruth's daughter dressed. Ruth got word to Gehrig that he never wanted to speak to him off the field again, and 
the two never traded words until "Lou Gehrig Appreciation Day" six years later. 
 
Thriving in the shadow of the Babe 
 
Gehrig had spent his whole career in New York, the nation's media capital. But it seemed that another teammate always got 
more headline attention. First it was Babe Ruth, then later Joe DiMaggio. When historian Fred Lieb asked Gehrig about 
playing in Ruth's shadow, Gehrig's answer was true to form: "It's a pretty big shadow. It gives me lots of room to spread 
myself." 
 
And spread himself he did. His lifetime batting average was .340, the 15th all-time highest, and he amassed more than 400 
total bases on five occasions. Only 13 men have achieved that level of power in a season. Ruth did it twice, and Chuck 
Klein did it three times. Gehrig is one of only seven players with more than 100 extra-base hits in one season, and only he 
and Klein accomplished that feat twice.  
 
During his career, Gehrig averaged 147 RBIs a season. No other player was to reach the 147 mark in a single season until 
George Foster did it in 1977. And, as historian Bill Curran points out, Gehrig accomplished it "while batting immediately 
behind two of history's greatest base-cleaners, Ruth and DiMaggio." Gehrig's 184 RBIs in 1931 remains the highest single 
season total in American League history. 
 
Gehrig won the Triple Crown in 1934, with a .363 average, 49 homers and 165 RBI and was chosen Most Valuable Player 
again in 1936. Despite his towering size, he stole home 15 times in his career. He batted .361 in 34 World Series games 
with 10 homers, eight doubles and 35 RBIs. He also holds the record for career grand slams at 23. He hit 73 three-run 
homers and 166 two-run shots, giving him the highest average of RBI per homer of any player with more than 300 home 
runs. 
 
The Yankees recaptured the title in 1936. For the next two years, DiMaggio and Gehrig would dominate the league the way 



Gehrig and Ruth had, and the Yankees began a four-season dynasty that included winning four World Series and losing 
only three games out of 19. In 1936, Gehrig led the league in home runs and runs scored. The next year DiMaggio did the 
same. 
Lou Gehrig's Disease 
 
In 1938, Gehrig fell below .300 for the first time since 1925 and it was clear that there was something wrong. He lacked his 
usual strength. Pitches he would have hit for home runs were only flyouts. Doctors diagnosed a gall bladder problem first, 
and they put him on a bland diet, which only made him weaker. Teammate Wes Ferrell noticed that on the golf course, 
instead of wearing golf cleats, Gehrig was wearing tennis shoes and sliding his feet along the ground. Ferrell was 
frightened. When asked if he would remove Gehrig from the lineup, manager Joe McCarthy said, "That's Lou's decision." 
 
Gehrig played the first eight games of the 1939 season, but he managed only four hits. On a ball hit back to pitcher Johnny 
Murphy, Gehrig had trouble getting to first in time for the throw. When he returned to the dugout, his teammates 
complimented him on the "good play." Gehrig knew when his fellow Yankees had to congratulate him for stumbling into 
an average catch it was time to leave. He took himself out of the game. On May 2, 1939, as Yankee captain, he took the 
lineup card to the umpires, as usual. But his name was not on the roster. Babe Dahlgren was stationed at first. The game 
announcer intoned, "Ladies and gentlemen, Lou Gehrig's consecutive streak of 2,130 games played has ended." 
 
Doctors at the Mayo Clinic diagnosed Gehrig with a very rare form of degenerative disease: amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 
(ALS), which is now called Lou Gehrig's disease. There was no chance he would ever play baseball again. 
 
"...the luckiest man on the face of the earth." 
 
New York sportswriter Paul Gallico suggested the team have a recognition day to honor Gehrig on July 4, 1939. There 
were more than 62,000 fans in attendance as Gehrig stood on the field at Yankee Stadium with the 1927 and 1939 
Yankees. He fought back tears of overwhelming emotion and began to speak his immortal words of thanks, calling himself 
"the luckiest man on the face of the earth." It was one of the most poignant and emotional moments in the history of 
American sports, and there was not a dry eye in Yankee Stadium. At the close of Gehrig's speech, Babe Ruth walked up, 
put his arm around his former teammate and spoke in his ear the first words they had shared since 1934.  
 
Gehrig was elected to the National Baseball Hall of Fame that December. Although his career in baseball was over and his 
health was on a steady decline, Gehrig began work in the community. Mayor Fiorelli LaGuardia asked him to join the 
Parole Board, where he could help troubled youths. Gehrig was sworn in for a 10-year term in June 1940. His heath 
continued to fail, however, and he had to take a leave of absence. Eleanor, Gehrig's wife of eight years, remained by his 
side as his health deteriorated.  
 
On June 2, 1941, Lou Gehrig succumbed to ALS and the country mourned. Eleanor received over 1,500 notes and 
telegrams of condolence at their home in Riverdale, New York. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt even sent her flowers. 
Gehrig was cremated and his ashes were buried at Kensico Cemetery in Valhalla, New York.  
 
Lou Gehrig is remembered as one of the most talented and phenomenal baseball players of all time. More than that, 
however, he is remembered for his kind heart and winning attitude. When actor Edward Hermann was hired to play Gehrig 
in a TV movie, at first he had trouble capturing the essence of the reserved, quiet Gehrig. "What made it so tough is I could 
find no 'key' to his character. There was no strangeness, nothing spectacular about him. As Eleanor Gehrig told me, he was 
just a square, honest guy."  
 
Sportswriter Jim Murray once described the tall, strong Gehrig as a "Gibraltar in cleats." Gehrig's character lay somewhere 
between the average and the mythic. He was a dedicated athlete, a caring son and husband, an honest man and an American 
hero. 


